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“Don’t be part of the furniture,” what does 
that really mean? I would suppose it refers 
to the impact each individual makes on 
his or her surroundings; after all, furniture 
can just be moved around and modified 
according to the requirements of others. 
Someone who is not just part of the 
furniture makes his mark known on the 
world and makes original contributions 

At Salone del Mobile 2011, B-Line 
presented some products from previous 
years such as Boby, the award-winning 
trolley storage unit by Joe Colombo, 
and Quby, the funky modular bookcase 
by Stefan Bench, which were revamped 
and presented in new colors. B-Line’s 
collaboration with some of the world’s 
most imaginative and original designers 
makes all their products stand out in 

their playful modularity and versatility. 
In addition, the use of bold colors and 
unusual materials increases the appeal 
of B-Line’s products. There’s Manhattan, 
for example, which is a stool shaped like 
a martini glass, complete with the olive. 
Multichair is another interesting piece, 
a chair that can be modified to create 
several different shapes; basically many 
chairs all rolled in one.    

to it. And that is precisely the concept 
behind the 2011 collection by design 
house B-Line. “The real challenge is in 
producing objects that are both original 
and functional, in innovating and keeping 
up the irony, taking, of course, the 
aesthetic component into consideration 
as well,” the firm explained in its Salone 
del Mobile 2011 press release. 
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Four new B-Line products were launched 
at Salone del Mobile 2011, three of which 
were designed by a true genius: Karim 
Rashid. His first design for B-Line this 
year is Snoop; and in true Karim Rashid 
fashion it is a tricky, playful piece. “A closer 
look at Snoop, a stool in rotomoulded 
polyethylene, reveals its triple identity: it 
also becomes low table with two built-in 
pockets and can be used as a stackable 
element to create bookcases of various 
shapes and sizes,” B-Line described the 
deceptively simple design. And, of course, 
it comes in all the colors of the rainbow! 

The second Karim Rashid creation this 
year is the Woopy Armchair. A typical 
Karim Rashid design, Woopy is also made 
out of polyethylene and comes in various 
brilliant colors. “Made from a single 
rotomoulded polyethylene piece, Woopy 
is a generously-sized small armchair,” the 
company explained. Curvy and sensuous, 
Woopy has that hugging quality many of 
Rashid’s designs have and is also sturdy 
enough for use in the outdoors. 

Closely related to the Woopy armchair 
is the Woopy Stool, which resembles 
the armchair in many aspects except 
for its height. Also designed by Karim 
Rashid, “it has comfortable backrest 
and armrests as well as a chromium-
plated tube serving as footrest,” B-Line 
described the Woopy Stool. 

The fourth product launched for the first 
time by B-Line at Salone 2011 is Abra. 
Abra is a result of collaboration between 
B-Line and German designers Eva Paster 
and Michael Geldmacher from Neuland 
Industriedesign. Another simple design 
with a twist, Abra is a low table available 
in two heights that allows for two tables 
to be “dovetailed” to one another to 
create something new. 

So much thought goes into the designs 
B-Line prides itself on that it is possible 
to say each design has its own unique 
personality, almost as if it has come to 
life. One thing for sure: it is not merely 
part of the furniture!    
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